
delinquent tax penalty
now up to 21 percent
If you still have not paid your

Crittenden County property tax bill
for 2020, the price just went up 21
percent. Tax bills were due at the
end of December without penality.
Until Sunday the penality was five
percent. Now it’s more than four
times higher. 
The sheriff's office turns over un-

paid tax bills to the county clerk's
office at the close of business on
Thursday, April 15. Until that time,
county tax bills are payable in the
sheriff's office. After that, delin-
quent bills may be paid in the
county clerk's office until the time
of the sale.
The list of delinquent tax bills will

be made public on Thursday, July
22, with a notice of publication of
certificates of delinquency printed
in the local newspaper the prior
Thursday. The deadline for third
party purchasers to register for the
tax sale will be Monday, Aug. 16.
Crittenden County's tax sale for
delinquent 2020 county property
taxes is scheduled for Thursday,
Aug. 26.

MS VIRTUAL PARENT NIGHT
Crittenden County Middle School

parents are invited to a Virtual Par-
ent Night from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
Tuesday. Information about ACT
Aspire test scores and resources
offered by the WKEC Gear Up pro-
gram will be shared during the vir-
tual meeting. A link to the event
will be shared Feb. 9 via Infinite
Campus.

FIRE HAZARD SEASON
The spring forest fire hazard

season officially begins Monday,
Feb. 15 and runs through April 30.
Residents should be aware that
burning during this period is pro-
hibited during daylight hours be-
tween 6 a.m., and 6 p.m., within
150 feet of any woodland or brush-
land.

pay court fees online
Individuals who owe court fines

and fees can now pay online. The
Administrative Office of the Courts
has expanded its ePay program to
let individuals make full or partial
payments on eligible cases in which
they owe court costs, fines, fees or
restitution. Also, prepayable fines
can be paid in installments with
text or email payment reminders.
Anyone who needs help making an
online payment through ePay can
email the AOC’s Support Services at
eCourtSupport@kycourts.net.
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Just the Numbers COVID-19
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CASES APRIL 2020 TO JANUARY 2021

                               COVID              GENDER                                   AGE RANGE OF CASES IN COUNTY
Month               Cases      Female     Male       0-19       20-29       30-39   40-49     50-59     60-69   70-79   80+
APRIL                   4             2            2           0            0             0          0            2           1           1        0
MAY                      2              1             1           0            0             0          1            0           0          1        0
JUNE                     3              2            1           0            0             1          0            0           1           1        0
JULY                    18           10           8           3            1             2          1            4           6          1        0
AUGUST             38           20         18          5            0             7         10          6           5          4        1
SEPTEMBER      63           35         28        10           8             7         13         10          5          7        3
OCTOBER        52           22         30          7           10            7          7            9           7          4        1
NOVEMBER     98            59           39          12           14             7          18          24          14          6         2
DECEMBER     141           75           66          21            9             10         14          28          17         26      16
JANUARY        135           71           64          15           15            22         15           17           11         22      17
TOTAL            554        297      257       73         56          63       79        100       68       73     40

Age is unknown for one individual in November and one in January. Source Ky. Dept. of Health

BY KAYLA MAXFIELD
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Crittenden County Public

Library has received a
$2,500 grant to teach local
residents about nefarious
acts of Ohio River pirates
that operated on the fron-
tieer during western expan-
sion.
The grant is from the Ken-

tucky Local History Trust
Fund. 
Programming this summer

will focus on the history of
Cave-In-Rock, Ill., more
specifically the river pirates,
bandits, fugitives and mur-
derers who purportedly hid
out in the cave while schem-
ing their next bad deed. Rob-
bing pioneers heading down
the river on flatboats was
among the most typical
criminal activity spawned
out of the cave, that was
even a tavern more than 200
years ago. 
The location of the cave on

the Illinois shore across from

present day Crittenden
County made it ideal for
river pirates to hide and
overtake often unsuspecting
homesteaders migrating
westward.
Local Librarian Brandie

Ledford said the grant, titled
“Ferry Tales: Pioneer Stories
of Outlaws and Travelers on
the Ohio,” will include a se-

ries of educational programs
conducted in partnership
with historical agencies in
the region.
“We have a committee

across the river with Hardin
County, Ill., just for the pro-
grams and we are really ex-
cited about it. We will have
more information in the up-
coming months.” said Led-

ford. 
The cave is preserved at

Cave-In-Rock State Park.
The Kentucky Historical

Society (KHS) administers
the Kentucky Local History
Trust Fund grants, which
are awarded from a funding
pool that supports local his-
tory organizations’ efforts to
preserve and tell Kentucky’s
stories. 

Sightseers can visit the cave to see where frontier pirates
began operating during the 18th century.

Pirate preservation
Before Cave-In-Rock was a
village and ferry landing, it was
home to nefarious actors who,
according to various historical
accounts, robbed and some-
times murdered unsuspecting
frontier families heading down
the Ohio River during a period
of western expansion. The
town was first settled in 1816,
but the cave’s notorious history
dates to much earlier.
________________________

Library receives cave history grant

Polling place
predicament
County leaders agree
new voting machines
needed, but questions
swirl around when to buy
STAFF REPORT
Unless special circumstances arise,

Crittenden County will not have its
next election until the spring of 2022,
but local leaders are closely monitoring
financial and political matters that
could determine whether they spend
nearly $200,000 right now or wait until
later to upgrade the county’s aging vot-
ing machines.
Money from the pandemic’s CARES

Act is expected to become available to
supplement county funds for new vot-
ing equipment. However, uncertainty
about what future elections might look
like is muddying the waters.
During the January meeting of the

Crittenden County Fiscal Court there
was discussion about timing. One op-
tion is buy now with anticipated help
from CARES funding. As it stands the
county has 12 voter precincts with two
machines at each location, plus six
backups. Estimates for those devices
range between $175,000 and almost
$190,000.
There is a chance, however, that the

county could get by with fewer ma-
chines. Crittenden County Clerk Daryl
Tabor says voting procedures during
the 2020 pandemic election cycle
proved it could work here. The typical
one dozen precincts were whittled back
to just two polling places. Instead of

having voting machines in places like
Tolu and Shady Grove, balloting on
election day was done exclusively at
the Marion Ed-Tech Center and the
courthouse.
Tabor says the county could cer-

tainly save money on voting machines
by consolidating some precincts. In-
stead of 12, he says, the county might
consider eight or 10 locations, suggest-

ing that polling spots like Mexico and
Frances and Tolu and Sheridan could
be consolidated without much incon-
venience to voters. Likewise, Marion’s
five voting locations could be boiled
down to a couple. Voting machines cost
between $5,000 and $6,200 depending
on the model. So trimming even a few
machines could quickly amount to a
large savings. Yet waiting might be
costly, too, because it’s unclear if
CARES money would be available later.
It’s a tough decision, says Tabor, and

the county court has basically deferred
to him for a plan. There has been a
great deal of speculation that legisla-
tion could emerge from this term of the
Kentucky General Assembly. Support,
however, for changes that might offer
broader access to polling places, simi-
lar to the early-voting process that was 

See DECISION/page 8

Quantifying Voter Precincts
Crittenden County currently has a dozen
voting precincts. There are 5 in Marion, 2
in the Frances area and 1 each in Fords
Ferry, Sheridan, Tolu, Rosebud and Shady
Grove. There were 22 precincts in the
county as late as November 1953, and 20
until November 1959. The precinct total
settled at the current 12 in May 1962.
_________________________________

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl Tabor last week emptied paper ballots from voting
machines used in the November General Election. See the current party breakdown
of registered voters on page 12.

Deadliest
Month

13 die here in January
Although Crittenden County’s

COVID-19 incidence rate has
moderated over the past couple
of weeks after an early 2021
surge, January was the dead-
liest month of the pandemic. 
There were at least 13

deaths associated with the
virus reported last month. That
figure was current as of Jan.
28, and it is almost 70 percent
of all of the deaths here due to
COVID-19 since the pandemic
began, which now total 19.
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Johnson 
Margaret June Strong 

Johnson died Sunday, 
Jan. 31, 2021 at Baptist 
Health Madisonville.  She 
was born June 4, 1924 in 
Princeton. 

She was 
a graduate 
of Butler 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 
Class of 
1943 and 
m a r r i e d 
James Wil-
l i a m 
Joh nson , 
also of 
Princeton, on March 2, 
1948. 

For 10 years she 
worked as commercial 
clerk and operator for 
South Central Bell. 

She and her late hus-
band founded Johnson 
Furniture and Appli-
ances in Marion in March 
1950, and she worked in 
the business for over 40 
years. 

She was a member of 
Marion United Methodist 
Church where she was 
active in the music de-
partment and served as a 
Sunday school teacher 
for many years.  She was 
a member of the church’s 
Administrative Council 
and an officer in the 
United Methodist 
Women.   She was a 
member of the Crit-
tenden County Home-
makers and a charter 
member of the Crit-
tenden County Chamber 
of Commerce where she 
served as director for 
many years. She was also 
a charter member and di-
rector of Marion Main 
Street, Inc. She was a 70-
year member of Marion 
Women's club and also a 
member of Fohs Hall, 
Inc. 

In 2009 she was se-
lected grand marshal of 
the Marion Christmas 
Parade and 2016 she was 
awarded the key to the 
City of Marion in rec-
ognition for her numer-
ous contributions to the 
community. 

After retiring, she en-
joyed traveling, China 
painting, playing the 
piano and spending time 
with her children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren. 

Surviving are a son, 
James Carl (Amy) 
Johnson; a daughter, Re-
becca June (Ken) Crider; 
granddaughters, Patti 
(Lester) Merrill of Marion, 
Shelly (James) Johnson 
Frydrych of Tijeras, N.M., 
Jeanne Fisher of Bowling 
Green and Whitney 
(Tyler) Johnson Bruce of 
Indianapolis; a grandson, 
James Harrison Crider of 
Marion; a sister, Barbara 
Long Snyder of Prince-
ton; a sister-in-law, Alyce 
Strong of Savannah, Ga.; 
and seven great-grand-
children, Maddie Fisher 
and Caden Carl Fisher of 
Bowling Green, Braelyn 
June Merrill and Bode 
Merrill of Marion, Carson 
Frydrych of Tijeras, N.M., 
Tinley Ann Bruce and 
Bailey Lynn Bruce of In-
dianapolis and several 
nieces and nephews. 

She was was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Ona DeBoe Strong and 
Carl Strong; husband, 
James W. Johnson; 
brothers, James Byron 
Strong of Savannah, Ga., 
and William Glenn 
Strong of Princetion. 

Services were Wednes-
day, Feb. 3 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Mapleview Cemetery.   

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Mar-
ion United Methodist 
Church renovation fund. 

Maxfield 
Shirley Kay (Kinnis) 

Maxfield, 73, of Calvert 
City, died Tuesday, Jan. 
26, 2021 at the Ray and 
Kay Eckstein Hospice 
Care Center of Paducah. 

She was born Jan. 21, 
1948 in Crittenden 
C o u n t y . 
Her parents 
were Frank 
and Reba 
( T r a v i s ) 
Kinnis. 

Surviving 
are two 
daughters, 
T e r e s a 
( B r i a n ) 
Pratt of Gil-
ber tsv i l l e 
and Deborah Purvis of 
Paducah; three sons, Jo-
seph Maxfield of Calvert 
City, James Martin of 
Possum Trot and Richard 
Martin of Symsonia; two 
sisters, Nancy Marshall 
of Eddyville, and Brenda 
(Richard) Zollinger of St. 
Louis; a brother, Dale 
(Sherry)  Kinnis of Lake 
City; a half-brother, De-
metrius (Leighann) Kin-
nis; 12 grandchildren, 
Samantha Martin, Kayla 
(Kevin Helton) Cissell, 
Richard Martin, Britteny 
Martin, Tiffany Cissell, 
Bobby Pratt, Angel Pratt, 
William Dick, Jasmine 
Pratt, Kristen (Jason) 
Griggs, Brent Martin, 
Crystal Watson and Mi-
chael Watson; and sev-
eral great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Lewis Vernon Maxfield, 
Jr.; a son, Gary Wayne 
Martin; a brother, Eddy 
Kinnis; and her parents. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services. 

Burial was in Asbridge 
Cemetery in Crittenden 
County. 

 

Williams 
James Edward Wil-

liams, 91, of Beaver 
Dam, died at Ohio 
County Hospital on Fri-
day, Jan. 29, 2021. He 
was born in Paducah on 
May 21, 1929 to the late 
Carl and Henrietta Wil-
liams.  

He was a member of 
Beaver Dam Baptist 
Church and a 
former member 
of Marion Bap-
tist Church, 
where he 
served as a 
trustee, usher 
and vol-
unteered for other re-
sponsibilities.  

He was a veteran of the 
United States Marine 
Corps and served during 
the Korean War. He re-
tired in 1987 from Pea-
body Coal Company after 
a long career. 

Surviving are his wife 
of 64 years, Betty Sue 
Williams; a daughter, 
Martha (Rex) Sanders of 
Rogersville, Tenn.; three 
sons, Tommy (Sheila) 
Williams of Beaver Dam, 
Bobby (Christine) Wil-
liams of O'Fallon, Ill., and 
Gordon (Susanne) Wil-
liams of Hartford. Other 
survivors are siblings 

Barbara Peeler, Carolyn 
(Joe) Saffer, Glenn Wil-
liams, Brenda Crain and 
Steve Williams; nine 
grandchildren, 28 great-
grandchildren and 14 
great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

Along with his parents, 
he was preceded in death 
by siblings, Leon Wil-
liams, Billy Williams, 
Marty Williams, Dorothy 
Stout, Eva Wood; and a 
grandson, Tommy Wil-
liams.  

Services were Monday, 
Feb. 1 at Bevil Bros. Fu-
neral Home in Beaver 
Dam with Pastor John 
Cashion presiding.   Bu-
rial was at Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church in Bu-
ford.    

Memorial contributions 
may be sent to Hospice 
Care of Ohio County. 

Online condolences 
may be sent to bevilbros-
funeralhomes.com. 

 

Marshall 
Ronnie Marshall, 70, of 

Marion, died Saturday, 
Jan. 30, 2021 at Deacon-
ess Midtown Hospital in 
Evansville.  

Funeral arrangements 
are incomplete at Myers 
Funeral Home. 

Lewis 
Taunya Kay Lewis, 63, 

of Marion died Sunday, 
Jan. 31, 2021 at her 
home.   

She was a member of 
Seven Springs Baptist 
Church. 

Survivors include her 
children, Michelle Wilson 
of Marion, Heather Hin-
sey, Jeremiah Hinsey 
and Alexis Harlan, all of 
Evansville, and Justin 
Gordon of Petersburg, 
Ind.; parents, Linda and 
Marlin Gray of Otwell, 
Ind.; grandchildren, Jesy 
Evitts, Rylee Wallace, 
Zaebreale Oldfield, Jae-
lyn Oldfield, Tyson Nel-
bett, TeAnna Groves, 
Marisa Ruschmeier, 
Dana Ary, Temperence 
Hinsey, Avery Gordon, 
BreLynn Gordon, Johnny 
and Ari, and a few extra 
grandchildren; great-
grandchildren, Elizabeth, 
Draco, Lovon, Ryatt and 
Rennix; and sisters, Roxi 
Lamberson an Nicole 
Bessy. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Walter Thomas Lewis. 

Services will be held at 
a later date. Gilbert Fu-
neral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. 

 

Hodges 
Betty Hodges, 85, of 

Marion, died Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, 2021 at Salem 
Springlake Health and 
Rehab.   She was a 
member of Mexico Bap-
tist Church, Daughters of 
the Confederacy and she 
was a Kentucky Colonel. 

Survivors include her 
children, David (Tamie) 
Hodges of Benton, Debra 
(Scott) Robinson of 
Crayne and Danny 
(Vickie) Hodges of Mar-
ion; a sister, Carolyn 
DeSpain of Owensboro; a 
brother, Carlton Shew-

craft of Illinois; seven 
grandchildren, Aaron 
and Joseph Fowler, Man-
die Hancock, Matthew 
Hodges, Dana West, 
Anna Farthing and Chris 
Nelson and 11 great-
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Leon Hodges; brother, 
Keith Shewcraft and 
sisters, Edna Macon, 
Minnie Nell Martin and 
Dorothy Young. 

Services were Sat-
urday, Jan. 30 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Mexico Cemetery.   

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Happy 
Trails Ministry, P.O. Box 
907 Nortonville, KY 
42442. 

 

Holloman 
Diane Holloman, 78, of 

Marion, died Monday, 
Jan. 25, 2021 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Rehabilitation. She 
was a 
member of 
the Eagles 
Club,  Mar-
ion VFW 
and Ladies 
Auxiliary at 
Crittenden 
Community 
Hospital. 

Surviving 
are a 
daughter, Denise 
(Jimmy)  Croft of Led-
better; a brother, Dennis 
Alexander of Westville, 
Ind.; a sister Darlene 
Kimbler of Marion; a 
grandchild, Payton (An-
drea) Croft; and  two 
great-grandchi ldren, 
Nolan and Parker Croft. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Elmer Holloman; her par-
ents, Dore and Ruth Al-
exander; and brothers 
Doran and Dean Alex-
ander. 

Services were  Thurs-
day, Jan. 28 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home in Marion.  

 
 

Deaths

Act of kindness are 
being spread throughout 
First United Bank and 
Trust Company’s service 
area in celebration of its 
25 years of service. 

Last week, employees 
of the Marion banking 
center distributed goodie 
bags to healthcare 
workers in Marion,  

First United Bank of 
Hopkins County opened 
March 29, 2021. It was 
the first new bank char-
tered in Hopkins County 
since 1907.  The organiz-
ers, a group of local busi-
nessmen, wanted to 
return community bank-
ing to the area. At that 
time, all local banks had 
been purchased by re-
gional banks. 

With 150 shareholders, 
$4 million in capital, and 
eleven employees, First 
United Bank became a 
reality. Currently, the 
bank has $400 million in 
assets and employs 
nearly 100 people. Its 
footprint now includes 
four markets: Hopkins 
County, Ohio County, 
Crittenden County, and a 
Loan Production Office in 
Owensboro/Dav i ess 
County, that will transi-
tion to a full-service 
Banking Center in the 
coming months.     First 
United contributes its 
success to focusing on 
community banking.  
“We created this bank to 
serve people and busi-
nesses like they were our 
friends and neighbors”, 
states Jerry Markham, 
Chairman of the Board 
and one of the original 
organizers of the bank.  
“We wanted to make sure 
communities still had ac-
cess to hometown bank-
ing.”   

First United is plan-

ning a year-long celebra-
tion of its 25-year history 

in a manner reflective of 
its culture. The staff will 
band together to perform 
an act of kindness in 
each of its markets every 
month.  “We could think 
of no better way to cele-
brate than to thank the 
communities we serve for 
making our success pos-
sible,” says Jason 
H a w k i n s , 
President/CEO.   

A committee of employ-
ees will plan the acts 
each month, keeping 
COVID-19 restrictions in 
mind. This month, the 
employees will deliver 
3,000 goodie bags to hos-
pital workers in Hopkins, 
Crittenden and Ohio 
counties, thanking them 
for their service during 
the pandemic.  In Feb-
ruary, all nursing home 
workers in those areas 
will receive the bags. 
More acts of kindness 
will be revealed as the 
year progresses. 

 

First United has  
25-year milestone

Jessica Lebanion, head 
teller at First United Bank 
inMarion, presents Edith 
Harris, admitting clerk at 
Crittenden Hospital, with 
goodie bags for health-
care workers. 

Online Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com  

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 

 
Most obituaries in this news-
paper are free. Ask your fu-
neral director about custom 

fee-based obituaries.

A Writer’s Workshop 
will be held online and in 
person at 6 p.m., Feb. 8 
at the Crittenden County 
Public Library. 

The writers group will 

feature themed presenta-
tions about the craft of 
writing as well as one-on-
one help from published
authors.

Workshop for writers Feb. 8 
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Letters
The Crittenden

Press accepts and
encourages letters to
the editor on a variety
of subjects. Letters
should be submitted
by 5 p.m., Friday the
week before publica-
tion. Submissions
must include only the
author’s name (no
multiple names or
groups), address,
including hometown,
phone number and
signature. Phone
numbers will not be
published. Letters
should be written in
good taste and in
most cases should not
exceed 300 words.
Letters will be edited
for spelling and gram-
mar.

50 YEARS AGO
February 4, 1971
n Three senior 4-H Club members
from Crittenden County were selected
to participate in the 1971 Regional Re-
source Development Conference in
Fontana, N.C. Chosen on the basis of
their participation in the Teen Leader
Form Camp the prior summer were:
Linda Marshall, Gary Robertson and
Randy Knight. 
n Donna J. May was named the 1971
Betty Crocker Homemaker of Tomor-
row for Crittenden County High School.
n Three Crittenden County students
that attended Western Kentucky Uni-
versity have been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall semester. Charles
Aldridge, Susan N. Phillips and Stuart
L. Phillips were cited by Dr. Raymond
L. Cravens, vice-president for aca-
demic affairs and dean of the facilities. 
n The fourth grade students at Fohs
Hall Elementary completed a perma-
nent wall mural, which they painted di-
rectly on the cafeteria wall at Fohs
Hall. It was approximately four feet
high and 115 feet long. The mural was
entitled “State Fair,” and depicted all of
the aspects of the state fair including
the horse shows, entertainment, dis-
plays and exhibits, as well as other at-
tractions. 

25 YEARS AGO
February 1, 1996
n Several Crittenden County Elemen-
tary School students were named to
the honor roll for the second nine
weeks of the 1995-96 school year.
Fifth graders with all As were: Tommy
Harris, Jenna Haugen, Dani Harrison
and Jessica Robertson. Fifth graders
with all As and Bs were: Kassie Brown,
Amber Polk, Katie Stout, Katrease
Hale, Cody Hunt, Audrey Spillman,
Andy Hunt, Sheena Clark, Sara
Stamps, Ryan Dunn, Jay Thompson,
Amber Heady, Raylin Hunt, Brandon
Byers, Samantha McMain, Miranda
Guess and Jessica Tinsley. Sixth
graders with all As were: Scott Belt,
Adam Hill, Travis Simpson, Zach
Brantley, Beckie Campbell, Brian Mc-
Cree, Lyndsey Hall, Vince Mitchell,
Eric Watson, Sami Jo Kirk and Amy
Graham. Sixth graders with all As and
Bs were: Joey Ard, Shannon Epley,
Amy Kirk, John Tyner, Stephanie Kel-
ley, Anna-Jill Robertson, Almonzo Vas-
suer, Leigh Browning, David Hunt,
Jeremy Binkley, Kayla Jepson,
Nicholas Martin, Lucas Mick, Merina
Schiltz, Brandon Cavins, Natalie
Fletcher, Ashton Samuels, Sheena
Weldon, Justin O’Neal, Jennifer Travis,
Kim Barnes, Robert Holloman, Jeremy
Smith, Cassie Conditt, Shelly Johnson,

Cameron Mays and Corey Rushing. 
n Ish Teitloff of Carrsville took his self-
produced music video to Nashville in
hopes of getting it played on television.
The video was made in Livingston
County and featured many local peo-
ple.

10 YEARS AGO
February 3, 2011
n Crittenden Elementary School
Rocket Role Models for January were
third graders Jayden Hill, Rhett Parish,
Chase Day, Skylar James, Kyonna
Ross, Makenzie Watson, fourth
graders Ethan Dossett, Caitlyn Lynch,
Baileah Barnes, Blake Curnel, Sean
O’Leary, Pate Robinson, Hannah
Cooksey, Sydney Taylor, fifth graders
Drake Matthews, Christian White, Lan-
don Brooks, Mason Hunt, Hannah
Morrison, Jaylie Stone and Madison
O’Dell, Daryan Duran, Jenna Potter
and Zack Weathers. Kindergarten
Rocket Role Models were Carson
Montalta, Paris Anderson, Linda Little,
Ben Paris, Preston Sisco, Hannah
Collins, Kendra Williams, Wyatt
Hodge. First grade Rocket Role Mod-
els were Storm Franklin, Zander Morri-
son, Coleman Stone, Hunter Welch,
Halle Wallace, Chloe James, Peyton
Purvis, Ryleigh Tabor, Benjamin
Evans, Kendall Parish. Second
graders were Hannah Duncan, Matthia
Long, Mary Perryman, Jaryk Tabor,
Leah Fritts, T.H. Nolan, Caden McCal-
lister, Trace Adams, Ally Newman,
Talissa Jenkins and Jonathon Snow.  
n Talley Nix and Kelsey Simpson of
Marion were named to the Dean’s List
at Western Kentucky University for the
fall semester of 2010. 
n After the Crittenden County High
School Rocket Regiment placed 15th
in the state semifinals, the Crittenden
County Board of Education recognized
the band and its members at its meet-
ing.Those recognized were Monica
Hodge, Kaci Beard, Ashley Harris,
Stephanie Hodge, Leah Scott, Mallory
Eubanks, Terra Williams, Sarah
Hodge, Marcus Hughes, Dylan Doyle,
Micah Hollamon, Zack Sizemore, Lind-
say Sizemore, Peyton Guess, Aimee
Winders, Hayden McConnell, Cody
Hayes, Michael Adams, Cody Pinson,
Dillon Todd, Emily Shewcraft, and
band director Richard Burchett. 
n Brad Gilbert of Gilbert Funeral Home
completed the Kentucky Coroner’s
Basic Training Course. 

As citizens in Crittenden
County have expressed in-
terest in receiving the vac-
cine, some have been
disappointed
in the limited
availability.
Dr. Steven

Stack, com-
missioner for
hublic health,
stated in his
phone call
(last week)
with chief
medical offi-
cers and
other com-
monwea l th
officials, “We
should be
grateful that we have a vac-
cine in production this
quickly.”  
Although the supply now

lags behind demand, Ken-
tucky has administered the
10th highest percentage of
COVID-19 vaccines it has
received, according to the
CDC's COVID-19 vaccine
distribution and adminis-
tration data tracker. The
numbers below include
nursing homes.
The CDC's data tracker

compiles data from health-
care facilities and public
health authorities. It up-
dates daily to report the
total number of COVID-19
vaccines that have been
distributed to each state
and the total number each
state has administered.
As of 5 a.m., Jan. 25, a

total of 41,418,325 vaccine
doses had been distributed
in the U.S., and 22,734,243
had been administered, or
54.89 percent. That means
about 6.93 percent of the
U.S. population has been
vaccinated. Additionally,
19,252,279 people have re-
ceived their first dose of the
vaccine, and 3,346,390
have received the full two
doses. 
There is an article online

at beckershospitalreview.com
that ranks states by the
percentage of COVID-19
vaccines they've adminis-
tered of those that have
been distributed to them.
Some numbers may not re-

flect the actual number of
vaccines administered, as
coding problems and data
lags have hindered efforts
to accurately count and
publicly report how many
doses are administered
daily in some states. 

Kentucky CDC Data
•Doses distributed to state:
471,000
•Doses administered: 307,462
•Percentage of distributed vac-
cines that have been adminis-
tered: 65.28

Even as demand is high,
know that Kentucky offi-
cials are committed to get-
ting vaccine to rural areas
like our county as quickly
as possible. The whole team
at Crittenden Community
Hospital, including CEO
Jonathan Gleason and my-
self, have been active in
pushing our needs forward
with commonwealth offi-

cials. 
As we wait for the vaccine

to gain a broader distribu-
tion, the only effective
means of reducing trans-
mission are the same prin-
ciples we have been
emphasizing from the be-
ginning:  Time, distance
and shielding.
Let us do the things we

know will keep us, and our
friends and neighbors safe:  
•Reduce time of exposure

to others.
•Maintain social distanc-

ing.
•Shield with face cover-

ings in public.
And, continue to wash

our hands and sanitize sur-
faces.

Dr. David Fairbanks has
recently joined our commu-
nity as a family practice
physician and the Chief
Medical Officer at Critten-
den Community Hospital.  

Dr. David
FAIRBANKS
Chief Medical O�cer CCH
Family Practice Physician
Crittenden
Community
Hospital

Kentucky ranks 10th in percentage 
vaccine that’s been administered

Kentucky Circuit
Clerks’ Trust For Life is
celebrating a successful
year of providing hope to
communities across the
Commonwealth. In 2020,
nearly 60,000 names were
added to the Kentucky
Organ Donor Registry.
Today, over 64 percent of
Kentucky residents are
registered organ donors.
The continued support

of Melissa Guill, Critten-
den County Circuit Court

Clerk, has made saving
the lives of Kentuckians
through organ donation
possible.
In 2020, Crittenden

County registered 133
residents to the Kentucky
Organ Donor Registry and
raised $900.62 for public
education and awareness.
This contribution is vital
to advocating for commu-
nity members who are in
desperate need of a life-
saving organ transplant.

Duncan’s Service Center in Marion was recognized with a ribbon cutting ceremony Monday
by the Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce. Duncan’s is located in the former Tabor’s
Tire repair shop at the corner of Main and Gum streets in Marion. Pictured (front from left)
are Wynne Wallace, Elizabeth Floyd, Junior Duncan, Nick Duncan, Lacie Duncan and Madi-
son Qualls; (back) Charlie Day, Perry Newcom, Jared Byford and Russell Vassure.

Court Appointed
Special Advocate 

Phyllis 
O’NEAL

A former teacher and
school principal, lifelong Crit-
tenden County resident Phyl-
lis O’Neal gives her time as a
CASA volunteer.

Q: What do you do as a
Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocate?

A: My main responsibil-
ity is looking out for the chil-
drens’ interests in family
court. I also help parents get
the resources they need. 

Q: How did you get in-
volved with the program?

A: I am
now retired,
but I was
previously
the principal
at Calvert
City Ele-
mentary. I knew of several
students who had CASA vol-
unteers that had helped them
through family court and I
thought that our county
should have one.  

Q: What kind of training
was involved with becoming
a CASA volunteer?

A: We are required to
have 30 hours of initial na-
tional training, as well as 12
hours of additional training
each year. At these trainings
we learn more about the
steps of family court, what we

can and can’t do, as well as
some additional legalities. 

Q: How many children
have you served as a volun-
teer?

A: I have served 7 chil-
dren so far. 

Q: Why do you think it is
important for our county to
have CASA volunteers?

A: The legal system’s
main job is to uphold the law,
whereas my focus is specifi-
cally advocating for the chil-
dren. Many Social Services
employees that are also in-
volved in family court have
multiple families at one time.
I focus on one at a time. This
helps ensure that each
child’s interests and needs is
met.

Crittenden adds 133 organ donors in ’20
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
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Sta� writer
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Forgotten
Passages

This time in our his-
tory �� years ago, Áood 
waters of the Ohio were 
slowly receding from our 
land.  7he &rittenden 
Press tells us this historic 
time started out with two 
large ice storms just the 
week Eefore the Áood. 1ot 
only did the people have 
to deal with the Áood wa-
ters Eut also a Eli]]ard of 
ice and snow that aEout 
crippled the whole area.

–––
)rom the archives of 7he 

&rittenden 3ress.
January 15, 1937 – 
Marion citizens Sun-

day morning found 
themselves confronted 
with the task of attend-
ing church services and 
other necessary 
6aEEath duties 
a very difficult 
and ha]ardous 
one. $n inter-
mittent rain 
starting Fri-
day and lasting 
through to Sat-
urday evening, 
followed Ey a 
sudden drop 
in temperature 
from between 
�� and �� de-
grees to �� de-
grees Ey )riday 
night caused 
heavy ice to 
form on trees 
and all utili-
ty wires and 
eTuipment.

7he damage wrought 
Ey the heavily laden 
ice�coated trees was gen-
eral throughout the coun-
ty, and at a glance in any 
direction reminded one of 
a tornado�stricken com-
munity so far as damaged 
trees were concerned.

Large tree timbers 
snapped off, falling 
across and severing elec-
tric light and telephone 
wires, rendering services 
inoperative for periods of 
from �� minutes to sever-
al hours duration.

,n the city, %ellville 
street westward from the 
corner of Lottie Terry’s 
store, and 0ain 6treet 
northward from the 
5unyan &hevrolet ga-
rage, appeared to have 
Eeen the heaviest dam-
aged.  ,n the ��� Elock 
on West %ellville 6treet 
a large limE snapped off, 
falling over telephone and 
electric wires into the 
street, temporarily Elock-
ing traffic, Eut was soon 
cleared away Ey a crew of 
workers.

3edestrians were 
forced to take to the 
streets as low-hanging 
ice�laden limEs, together 
with fallen timbers, ren-
dered sidewalks Eoth im-
passaEle and ha]ardous. 
(lectric light and tele-
phone service was inter-
rupted 6aturday evening 
and 6unday morning.

0otorists 6unday 
morning found the 3rinc-
eton highway just out-
side of 0arion e[tremely 
dangerous to drive on, as 
poles and wires covered 
half the width of this al-
ready narrow highway, 
with a number of other 
poles leaning at a pre-
carious angle, seemingly 
ready to fall over into the 
highway any moment.

*reyhound Euses ar-
rived on schedule 6atur-
day, Eut were somewhat 
late throughout 6unday, 
drivers reporting that 
driving conditions were 
e[tremely difficult Ee-
tween 3aducah and 0ari-
on, many wires and poles 
Eeing down under weight 
of the ice.

,ce melted rapidly from 
trees and wires 7uesday 
and there was a constant 
falling of Eroken particles 
of ice to the street, much 
of it falling in long strips. 
The Kentucky Utilities 
&o. and 6outhern %ell 
7elephone &o., worked 
tirelessly repairing and 

removing large limEs 
from the electric wires. 
%y night all the ice had 
melted and is Eelieved 
that the worst of the siege 
is over unless anoth-

er une[pected 
cold wave or 
snowstorm is 
just around the 
corner. 

In another 
week the worst 
had happened.

–––
-an. ��, 

1937 – Many 
Homes In The 
&ounty 8nder 
Water –

With the 
advent of the 
weekend 0ar-
ion and &rit-
tenden &ounty 
citi]ens found 
t h e m s e l v e s 
digging out of 

the snow and ice that 
marked the worst Eli]-
]ard of the winter.  

$ deluge 7hursday 
and until early )riday 
morning hours brought 
in its wake cold and Eit-
ing weather.  6leet fell 
practically all day 6at-
urday, Eringing automo-
Eile traffic to a minimum 
and horse and mules 
could hardly maintain 
their footing. 1ot con-
tent with a slow dri]]le, 
free]ing proportions fell 
during the entire day 
6unday and as a result 
merchants and other 
retailers found their es-
taElishments practically 
deserted of all Eut clerks.

+ighway and mail traf-
fic was at a standstill, 
no mail of any impor-
tance arriving in the city 
from )riday until 7ues-
day at noon.  +ighway 
�� Eetween 0arion and 
6turgis was inundated 
as likewise �� south Ee-
tween 6mithland and 3a-
ducah.  $ll railway traffic 
was paraly]ed, several 
trains Eeing placed on 
the siding here Eecause 
of the unusual length 
of the tracks, and three 
trains were reported to 
have Eeen practically 
drowned out near %lack-
ford.

6unday, a day of ma-
jor traffic, was marked 
Ey practically no cars on 
the highways, a very few 
persons outside and as 
a whole was one of the 
dullest days of the entire 
week.  

While natives were en-
sconced Eeside pleasant 
and cheerful firesides, 
Áood warnings were Ee-
ing sounded throughout 
the entire 2hio 9alley.

With the advent of 0on-
day came reports that all 
the various mines had 
Eeen Áooded with water, 
Eoth Áuorspar and coal, 
and that no coal could Ee 
oEtained from the 8nion 
&ounty mines. 0any 
families who bought coal 
in small quantities were 
unaEle to purchase even 
a lump and as a result 
were forced to depend 
upon relatives, friends 
and neighEors for heat.

7uesday found con-
ditions somewhat im-
proved insofar as rail 
traffic was concerned, 
but the major trucking 
concerns were unable 
to maintain their reg-
ular schedules in and 

out of the city.  &oal and 
fuel dealers were aEle to 
supply coal where it was 
direly needed, Eut disre-
garded orders for large 
amounts.

7elephone poles and 
lines were, in some in-
stances, uprooted and 
service was otherwise 
handicapped as likewise 
was other means of simi-
lar communications.  

0arion was kept in 
touch with the outside 
world through the in-
dividual efforts of /yle 
Winn, operator and own-
er of radio station W� 
-(*, and to this gentle-
man cannot go too much 
credit ² he remained at 
his post of duty for many 
trying hours going so far 
as to call in an assistant 
when e[haustion forced 
him to retire. 7elephone 
messages relayed to him 
were immediately Eroad-
cast with the result that 
many messages reached 
their destination that 
would not have other-
wise done so.  

With the e[ception of 
Highway 91 – the Princ-
eton 5oad ² all major 
roadways into the city 
still remain under water 
to such an e[tent that 
they are untravelaEle.

$ppro[imately �� fam-
ilies were made homeless 
Ey the sudden Áood and 
devastation which de-
scended upon &ritten-
den &ounty.  /ocal 5ed 
&ross officials estimat-
ed that at least �� fam-
ilies would Ee rendered 
homeless by the swirling 
waters that descended 
upon the lower parts of 
the county. 7he portions 
of the county affected 
are Dycusburg, Tolu, 
)ords )erry, 'am �� and 
Weston. 7hese parts all 
front or have direct Eear-
ing on the &umEerland 
5iver and the 2hio 5iver.

7he 0arion &hapter of 
the $merican 5ed &ross 
is attempting to care for 
and aid as many of these 
stricken families as pos-
siEle.  2thers have not 
made an appeal, Eecause 
of the fact that they have 
gone to the homes of 
neighEors and friends, 
thus alleviating calls and 
pleas for aid. 

From the small town 
of Dycusburg comes the 
greatest tales of suffer-
ing and Eravery. 7his 
place fronts the &umEer-
land 5iver and has Eeen 
menaced Ey the Áooded 
stream for the past �� 
days. 7he majority of the 
natives who reside in the 
Áats or lowlands have 
removed all Eelongings 
to the higher portions 
and have taken up their 
aEodes in any form of 
structure that was af-
forded them.

When the rain ceased 
falling early )riday morn-
ing, little was thought 
that it was of general na-
ture.  'aily rains at this 
time of year are to Ee e[-
pected in this territory 
and not until /yle Winn, 
operator of radio Eroad-
casting station W9JEG, 
Eegan the Eroadcast of 
Áood suffering, little, if 
any, attention was paid 
to the possiEility of Áood 
as produced Ey 7hurs-
day·s and )riday·s down-
pours.

)ollowing the radio-
casting of Winn, came in 
1ational *uard troops, 
which were ordered to 
move into 3aducah and 
other Áooded areas to 
the south and west.  1ot 
Eeing aEle to proceed to 
their destinations, these 
men remained here until 
ordered into other parts 
6unday night or 0onday 
morning. 7he highway 
Eetween 3aducah and 
0arion was completely 
suEmerged and traffic 
was unaEle to proceed 
with any degree of safety.

–––
)eE. �, ����

With Áoodwaters re-
ceding, many acts of 
heroism reach The Press 
office regarding people 
whom have Eeen res-
cued from the Áood that 
reached devastating pro-
portions.  (specially is 
this true in and around 
7olu, 'ycusEurg and the 
small inland town of 7il-
ine.  ,n the town of 7olu 
the dike or levee gave 
way to the pressure of 
the Áooded 2hio and as 
a result the natives, in 
a great majority of case, 
were forced to Áee to 
safety on high ground.

)rom over the entire 
area comes the report 
that swollen streams 
and Áoods have caused 
panic and suffering to 
such an e[tent that no 
form of transportation 
could operate in or out of 
this city for many days. 
1o calamities have Eeen 
reported in our county 
as yet, Eut all transpor-
tation, with the possiEle 
e[ception of rail, is at a 
standstill.   

–––
$lthough our county 

has spring Áoods most 
every year, the Áood that 
came nearest to the de-
struction of the 1937 
was the Áooding of $pril 
and 0ay of ����. 7he 

crest at Shawneetown for 
���� was ��.�� on -an. 
��, ���� and then 0ay 
�, ���� it was ��.��.  

Who would have 
thought only a year lat-
er in the summer ���� 
&rittenden &ounty would 
Ee e[periencing a terri-
Ele drought, crops were 
devastated and many 
farmers had to sell most 
of their cattle for lack of 
pastures and no water.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

At left, two residents checking out the damage in their boat in the little town of Fords Ferry, not too far from Dam 50. The grocery store on the 
right was owned by Tom Walker. At right is the Lockhouse at Dam 50. It was almost three-fourths submerged in the waters.   Pictures were 
possible by some of the local people that had boats and could go near the site.
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I have done a few hikes 
in my time. My favorite 
ones have been with my 
family and begin at the 
base of a hill or moun-
tain and ascend to a 
lake, a magnificent view, 
or just the 
top of the hill. 
About seven 
miles one way 
is about my 
limit, and with 
children under 
10 that was 
usually fun 
until we got to 
the top and re-
alized we had 
arrived, but we 
were only half-
way finished. 

Anyone who 
has walked on 
a damp path 
knows that go-
ing up is easi-
er than going 
down. If any-
one ever got hurt, cold, 
hot, tired, cried or com-
plained it was on the way 
down. That last mile or 
two back to the trailhead 
can seem brutal and 
endless. What makes it 
worse is seeing people 
still in a good mood going 
the other way – “Yeah, 
just wait.”

Life has hills and 
mountains as well. The 
difference is that the 
world usually looks dif-
ferent because things 
change. One image 
would be that we keep 
moving forward – we go 
up a mountain and down 
on the other side. If the 
mountain is high enough 
the weather is likely to 
be different on the other 
side and sometimes it is 
an entirely different cli-
mate. The place we were 
before is different than 

the place in which we 
have arrived.

It is the nature of life 
that when we face dif-
ficulties and life transi-
tions it is the other side 
that is surprisingly dif-

ficult. We get 
through the 
storm just fine 
and then notice 
the damage. 
We get through 
the funeral and 
then realize 
that the loss 
has changed 
us forever – the 
grief doesn’t 
leave, it is ab-
sorbed into 
our being. We 
walk through 
the door we 
fear and real-
ize that we are 
not destroyed 
and feel re-
lieved and en-

couraged. Then we un-
derstand there is a new 
reality to learn.

During the past year 
we have all been climb-
ing a mountain that no 
one wanted to climb. We 
didn’t even know it was 
there and when we first 
saw it, we thought it was 
a little hill. Turned out to 
be a mountain range full 
of twists and turns and 
lots of false peaks. We 
hived off into our groups 
and have taken different 
paths across the sum-
mit, sometimes shouting 
at the other groups that 
they were doing it wrong. 
But getting over the top 
is the easy part.

Getting down is go-
ing to be harder. We are 
not quite sure what the 
world will be like on the 
other side. We will all 
be changed in one way 

or another. We will have 
relationships to mend, 
grief to assimilate. Our 
juniors and seniors in 
high school and univer-
sity will have a lifetime to 
figure out what just hap-
pened. There are regrets 
concerning funerals, 
weddings and other life 
events that either didn’t 
happen as planned or 
didn’t happen at all. 

There will be tempta-
tions to diminish how 
others feel or tell them 
how they should cope. 
Too many will say either, 
“Just get over it,” or 
worse, “It hasn’t affected 
me at all.” As we are go-
ing down the mountain 
there will be anxiety, 
hope, and anticipation 
mixing in a cauldron of 
other emotions. Just as 
it was with the mountain 
we thought was a hill, it 
will not be what we an-
ticipate that will cause 
us the most trouble. It 
will be those things we 
cannot see yet and may 
not until they hit us 
from the blind side. 

It is a time when we 
must be even more pa-
tient with each other 
than we have been al-
ready. It is a time for 
kindness, mercy and 
empathy. It is a time to 
take responsibility for 
one’s words and actions 
and extend grace to oth-
ers.

I have not as yet heard 
of any clear exit strategy 
from our current situa-
tion. Some of us will be 
ready to go places and 
do things again. Many of 
us will need a long nap. 
It will take years to read-
just – recovery is not the 
right word. 

After considering it 

for a while, I think that 
any mountain we climb 
changes us. Yes, even 
those trails on the hills 
with my kids. Those 
short journeys do things 
to us and for us. At 
the destination we see 
things we may never see 
again, or we see things 
from an entirely differ-
ent perspective if the sky 
is clear and the viewing 
is good.

I am looking forward 
to climbing down just 
because this has not 
been a fun journey. We 
have all taken it, wheth-
er we thought it neces-
sary or not. We have cer-
tainly not taken the best 
pathway, although we 
will never truly know the 
truth of that. I do think 
we are over the sum-
mit. Not all of us made 
it – remember that. We 
all need to heal and help 
each other heal – re-
member that, too.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is 
a minister in Madison-
ville, Ky. He holds a doc-
toral degree in ministry. 
You may contact him at 
sean.niestrath@outlook.
com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

n Shady Grove Cem-
etery will have its annual 
meeting at the Fire Station 
at Shady Grove on Feb. 
13 at 10 a.m. Everyone is 
invited!

n Piney Fork Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church 
Pastor Junior Martin and 
congregation will host 
a  Power Point program 
presented by Crittenden 
County Historian Brenda 
Underdown of the his-
tory of the  Piney Fork 
Church and community 
on Sunday, Feb. 7, at 11 
a.m.  The church will be 
celebrating  209 years of 
preaching “Whosoever 
Will” Gospel.   

n The Clothes Closet of 

the First Baptist Church 
in Fredonia will once 
again be open to serve 
the area with free clothes 
beginning.  For the time 
being, we will be outside 
the Clothes Closet in the 
parking lot. Our hours are 
1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
We will ask everyone to 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 

month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of 
the church.

Does Your Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 
965-3191

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

Church Events & News

Question: Our modern 
culture considers some 
people more important 
than others. How can we 
intervene for the most 
vulnerable among us?

Answer:  The Bible 
states, “You shall not 
murder” (Ex. 20:13). Life 
is sacred. The Scripture 
teaches, “God created 
man in his own image” 
(Gen. 1:27). All human 
life is valuable. Some 
undervalued people we 
should intervene for are:

Unborn children—
Life begins at the moment 
of conception we should 
provide help through 
pregnancy care centers 
and adoption services.

The elderly—We 
should honor them with 
our words and by spend-
ing time with them. By 
visiting in a nursing 

home, we can bring joy to 
those who are alone.

The handicapped—
They are of no less value 
than anyone else. We need 
to provide opportunities for 
them to achieve.

Minorit ies—Recent ly 
race and rioting is in the 
news daily. We should treat 
those of another race as we 
would want to be treated.

Immigrants—We should 
show compassion to those 
fleeing violence or persecu-
tion and for those seeking 
a better life in this country. 
We should make a means 
for some of them to enter 
our great country and to 
make pathway to citizenship 
for those already here. Our 
ancestors were immigrants, 
too.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Every human life 
has great value

Climbing the hill is the easy part



for sale
AR-15 for sale, $700. 
(270) 988-2334. (2t-5-p)
Use ToneKote® for cats 
and dogs to stop shed-
ding,s cratching and en-
sure a warm winter coat. 
Available at Akridge Farm 
Supply. www.kennelvax.
com. (3t-6-p)

wanted
Looking for land to lease 
for hunting. If interest-
ed call (904) 248-1671. 
(4t-6-p)

for rent
For rent or sale in Marion: 
2 BR house. Call (270) 
965-3021 or (270) 704-
5327. (1t-5-c) jb
3 BR, 2 bath mobile 
home, central heat and 
air, stove and refrigerator, 
trash pickup, yard main-
tenance, $500/mo. (270) 
704-3234. (tfc-je)

employment
Crittenden County Cham-
ber of Commerce seeks 
candidates for its part-
time executive director 
position. Candidates 
should be knowledgeable 
with regard to computer 
programs, bookkeeping, 
communications and so-
cial media and have out-
standing organizational 
skills. Send inquiries, re-
sume and references to 
elizabeth.floyd@ymail.
com. (2t-6-c)
NOW HIRING! General 
Laborers, Forklift Oper-
ators, & Machine Oper-
ators. Starting wage $14 
per hour. Please apply 
at Rocket Tire, 314 St-
urgis Road, Marion, KY 
Monday through Friday 7 
a.m.-5 p.m. or Saturday 7 
a.m.-12 p.m. (4t-8-p)

HELP WANTED:  The 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court is currently accept-
ing applications for two 
positions at the Road De-
partment. Openings for la-
borer/operator trainee and 
for an experienced equip-
ment operator. Interested 
and qualified individuals 
may complete an appli-
cation at the Judge Ex-
ecutive’s office or submit 
a resume at 107 S. Main 
St., Ste. 208 Marion KY 
42064 or by email to brit-
tany.mardis@crittenden-
countyky.org. Pay scale 
is commensurate with 
experience and benefits 
include health insurance, 
retirement, paid leave, 
paid sick time, paid holi-
days, and training. Experi-
ence operating a backhoe 
will be given preferential 
considerations. (4t-8-c)
OWNER OPERATOR – 
Must have own semi-trac-
tor.  Forklift experience 
needed – or someone 
raised in a farming com-
munity. Dedicated South-
ern IL/IN, Western KY.  
Established company. 
Excellent pay and fuel re-
bate.  219-663-5678 X 17. 
(4t-6-p)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-8-p)
 Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $10 & 
up based on skill & expe-
rience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire 
Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-11-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 

classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

statewides
ATTORNEY

Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed SSD and 
denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No 
money out of pocket! Call 
1-855-980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let 
us fight for you! Our net-
work has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 
1-844-423-8835

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free tow-
ing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-833-258-7036
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-
up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing 
by! Call 1-866-495-0115

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every Sun-
day - anywhere - on your 
favorite device. Restric-
tions apply. Call IVS - 
1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No Annu-
al Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-844-448-
9318
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the new iPhone 11 
or Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e ON 
US with AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-866-
478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many 
have lost jobs and finan-
cial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get 
a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 

how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-329-
2415
Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consulta-
tion. Enjoy your shower 
again! Call 1-833-443-
0437 today to see how 
you can save $1,000 on 
installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/ky-
press
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free-in-
home consultation: 1-844-
519-3621

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 
1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES
New Medicare Part D 
Insulin Savings Mod-
el.  Stable, Predictable 
Insulin Copays through-
out 2021!  $35/ Month 
through Deductible, Initial, 
and Coverage Gap stag-
es.  Cumberland Benefits, 
502.386.7857
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress

MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy 
one/get one FREE!! 
High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-
day money back guaran-
tee! 1-855-491-9600
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 844-254-
2147

MISCELLANEOUS
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet – Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift 
card, terms apply. 1-844-
759-0616
4G LTE Home Inter-
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take you ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-888-610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/
off 1st year. 1-855-536-
7294

MOVING COMPANIES
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote 
on your Long distance 
move. Call 1-866-277-
4555.

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky

TAX SERVICES
Need IRS Relief $10K – 
125K+ Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness. Call 
1-855-897-7657 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



Marion resident
earns promotion
Marion resident Adam
Guess, 27, was pro-
moted last week to
Substance Abuse Pro-
gram (SAP) Admininis-
trative Specialist at
West Kentucky Correc-
tional Complex where
he has been a correc-
tions officers since
2017.
SAP is a six-month
evidence based sub-
stance abuse opportu-
nity for incarcerated
individuals who are as-
sessed with a Sub-
stance Use Disorder. 
Guess says SAP is a
great program that al-
lows uninterrupted
focus on treatment for
substance abuse. His
job will require him to
keep up with inmate
files, while also lending
a hand in facilitating
the program. 
Additionally, Guess
will be assisting with
the Kentucky Offender
Management system to
keep inmates’ case files
accurate online.

rapper gives $150
to local resident
Emmy nominated rap-
per and actor T.O.N.E-
z continues to maintain
a long-distance rela-
tionship with Marion,
where he once per-
formed at Fohs Hall.
On Sunday, the enter-
tainer, as
part of a
personal
marketing
program,
gave away
$150 on
social
media.
Shannon Porterfield of
Marion was the winner.
T.O.N.E-z, who lives
in the Bronx, N.Y., has
visited Marion multiple
times in years past and
says the small town has
a special place in his
heart.
The only requirement
to enter the social
media sweepstakes was
for individuals to post a
response to his online
Twitter or Facebook
pages. T.O.N.E-z
tweeted Sunday that
this will not be the last
giveaway aimed at
Marion and Crittenden
County.

Feagan recognized
by hopkinsville CC
Fredonia’s Emma Fea-
gan has been named to
the Hopkinsville Com-
munity College’s spring
semester President’s
List. Full-time students
who have earned at
least a 3.5 grade point
average (GPA) and suc-
cessfully completed 12
hours or more of
course work numbered
100 or above (exclud-
ing MA 108) for the ac-
ademic term qualify for
recognition on the
Dean’s or President’s
List.

Watson honored
for us army work
Marion native John
Watson, a retired
colonel, has been hon-
ored for boosting the
Army’s mission readi-
ness both locally and
nationally. 
A Fort Campbell
Training Division Chief,
Watson’s achievements

were recognized Jan.
29 with a Stalwart
Award. He was among
15 individuals across
the United
States
Army In-
stallation
Manage-
ment
Command
to receive
such an
honor this year. The
Stalwart Award is given
to employees who dis-
tinguish themselves
among their peers and
leaders as outstanding
IMCOM civilians and
exceed the call of duty
to achieve the Army
and IMCOM objectives.
He was nominated
after helping to secure
$1.7 million in funding
for Fort Campbell’s
new subterranean
training fixture and
leading an update to
the IMCOM’s Common
Levels of Support, or
CLS, standards.
Watson, a 23-year ac-
tive Army veteran, has
led the Fort Campbell
training division since
October 2009.

Birdhouses still
available from
county clerk
Help to Kentucky’s
veterans is for the
birds. Every year, pro-
ceeds from the sale of
decorative birdhouses
in county clerks’ offices
bring a little extra
comfort to Kentucky
veterans who reside in
the state's four veter-
ans centers.
The birdhouses are
constructed by Letcher
County Clerk Winston
Meade with a variety of
Kentucky license plates
taken out of circula-
tion. Meade builds, do-
nates and ships his
creations to any of the
state's 120 county
clerks who participate
in the program, with all
proceeds from the $20
purchase price going to
the aptly-named Hope
for Veterans Program
Fund.
"We are proud to be a
part of this program
that brings a little
brightness to our vet-
erans each year," said
Crittenden County
Clerk Daryl Tabor. "Our
retired county clerk,
Carolyn Byford, started
participating in this
program after it started
in 2008, and since that
time, Crittenden Coun-
tians have donated
thousands of dollars to
the initiative."
The money is split
evenly between the
four veterans centers
to be used for "care
and comfort of the res-
idents," including funds
spent to help entertain
the former soldiers,
sailors and airmen.
This year, each center
received $10,000 gen-
erated from the sale of
birdhouses and dona-
tions to the Hope pro-
gram. The money was
delivered in November
to the Kentucky De-

partment of Veterans
Affairs Western Ken-
tucky Veterans Center
in Hanson and the oth-
ers in Wilmore, Radcliff
and Hazard.
Several birdhouses
remain available in the
county clerk's office for
$20, with additional
donations accepted for
the Hope for Veterans
Program Fund. Meade
also takes specific or-
ders. He can be
reached at letcher-
countyclerk@yahoo.co
m.

WKU names locals
among dean’s,
president’s lists
Several area students
were named to the
Dean’s List and Presi-
dent’s List for the fall
2020 term at Western
Kentucky University.
Students making the
Dean's List have a
grade-point average of
3.4 to 3.79 in a 4.0
scale. Students on the
President's List have
GPAs of 3.8 to 4.0 and
are indicated by an as-
terisk. To be eligible
for the either list, stu-
dents must have at
least 12 hours of
coursework that se-
mester.
Included from our
area are Shelby M.
Summers, Jaycie P.
Driver, Kylee N. Beard,
Kyron S. Hicks and
Meredith K. Evans, all
of Marion; Corbin Wil-
son of Salem; Will Tol-
ley of Fredonia; and
Nolan Cain of Smith-
land.
Emily Tinsley of
Crayne and Brennan
Jones, a CCHS graduate
formerly of Marion,
were named to the
President’s list.

Minton earns spot
on KSU honor list
Brittany Minton of
Woodstock, Ga., for-
merly of Marion, was
named to the Presi-
dent’s List at Kennesaw
State University. 
Students earning
recognition on the
President’s List must
have completed at last
nine semester hours
with a 4.0 GPA.

Two on dean’s list
at u of cumberlands
Brandy Gilbert and
Sara Gooch of Caldwell
County have been
named to the Dean's
List for the fall 2020
semester at the Univer-
sity of the Cumber-
lands. To be eligible for
the Dean's List, stu-
dents must be enrolled
in at least 12 credit
hours (a full course
load), maintain a mini-
mum cumulative grade
point average of 3.50
and be in good aca-
demic standing. Uni-
versity of the
Cumberlands is the
largest private univer-
sity in Kentucky, lo-
cated in Williamsburg.
Shawn Edwards of

Sturgis and Adam
Goodaker of Caldwell
County were named to
the President’s List.

area veteran  has
opinion on tank
Crittenden County
native Steve Wise of
Eddyville says he en-
joyed reading last
week’s article about the
tank that was removed
from the former Na-
tional Guard Armory.
Wise, a military vet-
eran and former mili-
tary armor instructor at
Fort Knox’s combat
shops, said the tank
was not an Abrams se-
ries tank. Instead, he
says it’s a Patton series
tank and likely an
M60A3.

remote Dl renew
will continue
To minimize the
spread of COVID-19,
Gov. Andy Beshear has
announced an exten-
sion of a special pro-
gram for remote
renewal of qualifying
expired Kentucky dri-
ver’s license and ID
cards. The new official
order grants Kentuck-
ians access to renew or
replace a driving or
identity credential
through their Circuit
Court Clerk’s preferred
mail-in or drop
method.
The order applies to
Kentucky driver’s li-
censes, permits and
state-issued identifica-
tion cards that expired
or will expire by June
30. Applicants who re-
quire driver testing
performed by Kentucky
State Police must suc-
cessfully complete that
step before renewing a
credential. Up to now,
the cutoff has been a
Feb. 28 expiration
date.
“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has taken the
lives of nearly 4,000
Kentuckians, so all of
us have a responsibility
to minimize its spread
however we can. Mail-
in renewal of driver’s
licenses is just one way
to enable people to
stay healthy and avoid
crowds,” Gov. Beshear
said.
Those who qualify can
apply for renewal or
replacement remotely
through the circuit
court clerk. 
“Don’t wait until the
expiration date to
renew by mail,” Ken-
tucky Transportation
Secretary Jim Gray said.
“Plan ahead and allow
sufficient time for pro-
cessing. A license can
be renewed up to six
months before its ex-
piration date. We want
to make renewal as
convenient – and as
healthy – as possible.”
The mail-in option is
not available for REAL
IDs or new standard li-
censes, permits and
IDs, all of which must
be renewed or obtained
in person. Nor does it
apply to commercial
driver licenses or card-
holders who have had
an address change.
Learn more at
drive.ky.gov.
There now are 14
KYTC regional driver li-
censing offices – Padu-
cah, Madisonville,
Owensboro, Bowling
Green, Elizabethtown,
Frankfort, Lexington,

Burlington, Richmond,
Somerset, Morehead,
Prestonsburg, Colum-
bia and Jackson. There
also are temporary of-
fices, operating by ap-
pointment only and
with limited services, in
Louisville and Catletts-
burg. More regional of-
fices will be opened
around the Common-
wealth as conditions
permit.

alcohol taxes
down in last qt
Tax receipts from the
sale of legal alcoholic
beverages in the City of
Marion declined again
in December. Sales of
beer and liquor were
sharply down over the
last three months of

2020 compared to
summertime sales. 
Marion legalized alco-
hol in August 2019.
Peak tax receipts were
in August of 2020
when the city collected
$7,640.55 in sales and
license fees. The figure
for December was
$5,819.39. That was
up a bit from last De-
cember when sales tax
receipts were
$5,276.66.
Revenue received
from taxes and fees on
the sale of illegal spir-
its is earmarked for
local law enforcement. 
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DECISION
Continued from page 1
used during the 2020
Kentucky General and
Primary elections is not
gathering too rapidly. In
fact, state Sen. Robby
Mills doesn’t see any ap-
petite at all for revising
the state’s voting regula-
tions.
“We need to get things

back to the way it was
before,” Mills said, refer-
ring to pre-pandemic
procedures that include
narrower definitions for
absentee balloting and
more in-person, election-
day voting.
“That’s the sentiment

this session,” Mills said.
“Now, over the summer
things may change.”
Mills said voting super

centers that combine
precincts could indeed
come to pass in the fu-
ture. Just not now, he
said. Mills is chairman of
the committee for state
and local government, so
any new legislation that
could permanently alter
voting methods would
have to come before his
committee. 
Mills said confusion

and distrust in early vot-
ing that has whipped up
in the past few months,
largely in other states, is
not providing a good cli-
mate for legislators to
begin tinkering with elec-
tion laws. 
Yet, here, local leaders

appear ready to support
modifications that would
save counties money and
improve access to voting. 
Judge-Executive Perry

Newcom says he’s open
minded about developing
a plan that would reduce
the number of precincts
in the county and he be-
lieves most local voters
liked the early-voting op-
tions prompted by
COVID-19 precautions
during the last election
cycle. 
“It’s a Catch-22 really,”

Newcom said. “The deci-
sions need to be made

now while we have access
to the (CARES) money,
but we don’t need to buy
twice the machines we
would need if we’re going
to be able to consolidate
precincts.”
Mills says he certainly

sees both sides and real-
izes there are both posi-
tive and negatives to
changing the election
rules.
Meanwhile, Tabor says

the county can get by for
another election year if
necessary with the ma-
chines it has. The only
problem is that the com-
pany that manufactured
them is no longer sup-
porting them. That
means no new parts are
available. Any repairs will
have to be done by canni-
balizing other machines
or buying refurbished
parts. 
Tabor is also afraid the

CARES money will dry
up quickly once it’s avail-
able.
“There’s only $4 million

for the whole state and if
big counties start replac-
ing all their machines it
will be gone fast,” he
said.
Currently, each

precinct must have its
own machines and poll-
workers, though multiple
precincts can vote in the
same building.
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His coach thought
Reed Sheppard would be
a better player this year
and also expected more
statewide attention to be
focused on him as he did
improve.
Sheppard averaged

20.6 points and 5.2 re-
bounds for North Laurel
as a freshman. He shot
50.4 percent overall from
the field, 34 percent from
3-point range and 77
percent at the foul line
while scoring 660 points.
And he just happens to

be the son of former Uni-
versity of Kentucky
standouts Stacey Reed
Sheppard and Jeff Shep-
pard, the MVP of UK’s
1998 Final Four national
championship team. 
“He had a great offsea-

son and knew he was
primed to have a good
year,” North Laurel coach
Nate Valentine said. “I
just didn’t know how
good because we didn’t
have summer ball and no
preseason scrimmages.
We went into the season
kind of blind but he’s
been great and our team
has been great. I have
certainly been surprised
by the attention and cov-
erage we have got. There
is a lot of interest in our
team and Reed.”
North Laurel averaged

a state-best 95 points
while winning its first
eight games, including
an eye-opening 89-87
win over Covington
Catholic when Sheppard
had 45 points and 12 re-
bounds. Five times in
nine games North scored
98 or more points.
“We are small but we

are fast. The only way we
can play is fast,” Valen-
tine said. “We don’t make
scoring 100 points a goal.
We beat Madison South-
ern by 24 points and
scored 82. Our guys were
disappointed. I told them
our expectations were
not to win by 40 and
score 100 every night. It’s
great if it does but we
should not be disap-
pointed if it does not hap-
pen.”
The 6-1 Sheppard is

averaging 31 points and
eight rebounds per game.
He’s hitting 41 percent
from 3-point range and
86.2 percent at the foul
line. In a win over rival
South Laurel last week,
he had a triple-double
with 50 points, 11 assists

and 10 rebounds and
came back the next night
with 30 points, nine re-
bounds and eight assists
in a win over Madison
Central.
“Reed is such a good

passer. Everybody looks
at his scoring but he is
one of the best passers I
have seen. He has great
court vision and is so un-
selfish,” Valentine said.
“We have got guys
around him that can
make open shots. He
helps them and they help
him.”
Sheppard put on about

10 pounds
and was one
of a small
group of
players that
managed to
work out
twice a day
even during
the pan-
d e m i c .
Va l e n t i n e
said players
even built
their own
devices so
they could lift weights. 
“Reed’s mental ap-

proach to the game is at
a higher level. He has a
better understanding of
where he wants to be
three years and beyond
and what it takes to get
there,” Valentine said.
“He was a good shooter
last year but with age
and strength he’s better
this year. He worked on
his outside shot a lot.
He’s making a lot more
3’s than last year and is
a more consistent
shooter. 
“But the thing he does

really well is he gets to
the basket and finishes.
He makes a lot of tough
shots most high school
kids don’t make.”
Iowa was Sheppard’s

first Power Five offer two
weeks ago. Two former
UK coaches who Jeff
Shepherd played for have
also offered. Rick Pitino
gave him an Iona offer
and Tubby Smith did the
same at High Point.
South Alabama and Stet-
son have also offered
scholarships to Shep-
pard, who had a quadru-
ple double as a freshman
with 24 points, 10 re-
bounds, 10 steals and 14
assists.
“He’s going to eventu-

ally have a long list of of-
fers,” Valentine said. “I

get calls from college
coaches about every day.
Coaches are in a phase
now where they cannot
contact him so all com-
munication goes through
me. But that’s a good
problem to have.
“COVID has forced

everyone to get all games
online, something high
schools and even AAU
should probably have
done 10 years ago. Col-
lege coaches probably
have more access to
watch more kids now
than ever, just not in per-
son. I get three or four
texts after every game
from coaches wanting to
know where they can
download the game
video.
“One of the really nice

things is that some
teams we have played
have been Reed’s biggest
promoter. A college coach
will call them and they
will tell coaches they
need to be recruiting
Reed. That has happened
at least three or four
times that I know of.”
---------------------------
Since Olivier Sarr was

a third-team all-ACC
player for Wake Forest
last season, his transfer
to Kentucky was ex-
pected to give the Wild-
cats a veteran and
consistent player.
Instead, he’s not been

nearly as productive as
expected and much more
inconsistent than antici-
pated. He is averaging
10.3 points and 5.9 re-
bounds per game and
shooting 47 percent from
the field. 
Sarr says one reason is

because the press at
Kentucky is far greater
than anything he was
used to in the ACC.
“It’s still the same

game, but you get more
pressure at Kentucky, I
think. There’s more out-
side pressure. There’s
more expectations and
you can feel that as a
player. I mean, it’s good
preparation for the next
level, but it takes some
time to adapt and get
used to it,” Sarr said. 
He said the ACC and

SEC have different styles
of play.
“I think it’s more ath-

letic in this league. You
don’t play against big
centers that much.
There’s a couple of teams
that have big centers, but
not as much as in the
ACC. But other than
that, I mean, the style of
play is a little bit differ-
ent,” Sarr said.
Assistant coach

Bruiser Flint came to UK
from Indiana this year
but he knows how in-
tense the pressure is for
Kentucky players.
“The expectations are

extremely high. I think
sometimes they get a lit-
tle crazy, but that’s what
you sign up for. You love
to have fans like that, but
it can get a little out of
hand with social media,”
Flint said. “Today these
kids read that stuff and it
affects them, so you’ve
got to be a little bit more
sensitive to it and we talk
to them all the time
about, ‘Stay off reading
about that stuff.’ But it’s
hard with these kids.
That’s what they grew up
doing.”
Flint believes Sarr has

the same problem some
freshmen have — he’s
lost confidence in his
abilities. 
“With Olivier, ‘Hey, be-

lieve what you’re doing.’
The kid has a great skill
level. He’s a great kid. He
works at it. You’ve just
got to believe in what
you’re doing,” Flint said.

“This was a big leap for
him too, coming in from
Wake Forest to Kentucky.
The pressure is totally
different and how people
perceive how you play. 
“And if you don’t think

that plays a part in it,
then you’re crazy.  I think
the last couple of weeks,
I think he’s feeling a lot
more comfortable than
he was and you can see it
in his play a little bit. A
lot more consistent.”
---------------------------
Lexington Herald-

Leader columnist Mark
Story has spent a lot of
years overseeing nomina-
tions and votes for the
Herald-Leader Kentucky
Sports Figure of the Year.
He thought Kentucky of-
fensive line coach John
Schlarman was the per-
fect winner for his year’s
award.
“John sort of fits the

year and the story of
somebody battling adver-
sity and in many ways
triumphing against ad-
versity,” said Story. “He
won by the biggest mar-
gin in the last four
years.”
Schlarman played at

Kentucky, was a gradu-
ate assistant coach at UK
and came back to UK as
the offensive line coach
when Mark Stoops was
hired eight years ago.
Schlarman was diag-
nosed with cancer before
the 2018 season and
died midway of this sea-
son. His last game coach-
ing was UK’s win at
Tennessee where he got
the game ball just like he
did in 2018 when the
Cats won at Florida.
“The thing that was the

most inspirational about
John is that he didn’t let
it (cancer) cheat him out
of his life,” Story said.
“He wanted to do what he

did until the end and
that is what he basically
did.
“The adversity he was

up against made him the
winner but he also did a
heck of a job building an
offensive line at Ken-
tucky. The conventional
wisdom always was you
could not play run-ori-
ented football at Ken-
tucky and win in the
SEC.
“But in 2018 his line

blocked for Benny Snell,
UK’s all-time leading
rusher. In 2019 they
blocked for Lynn Bowden
and he led the SEC in
rushing as a receiver. In

2020 they won a bowl
game again and had
three offensive linemen
who got all-SEC or All-
American honors.”
Schlarman got more

first-place votes than any
winner in the past four
years had.
---------------------------
Senior Chasity Patter-

son is on the Naismith
Women’s Defensive
Player of the Year Watch
List and has led the na-
tion in steals much of the
season. She had 10
steals against Wofford
earlier this season, some-
thing only one other UK
player had ever done.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Reed Sheppard better than expected this year

GIRLS BASKETBALL
7th CCMS 39, Webster 22
CCMS Scoring: Anna Boone 6,
Elliot Evans 8, Elle McDaniel 4,
Madison Walker 4, Bristyn
Rushing 7, Chloe Hunt 5,
Lacey Boone 2, Georgia Hole-
man 1, Morgan Stewart 2.

7th CCMS 39, Lyon 31
CCMS Scoring: Walker 2,
C.Hunt 19, H.Hunt 2, Charlie
Munday 4, L.Boone 3, Hole-

man 7, Holeman 2.

8th CCMS 43, Webster 35
CCMS Scoring: A.Boone 20,
Evans 8, Andrea Federico 1,
McDaniel 6, Rushing 6, C.
Hunt 2.

8th CCMS 38, Lyon 26
CCMS Scoring: A.Boone 14,
Evans 6, Federico 2, McDaniel
8, Walker 2, Rushing 4, Hole-
man 2.

CRITTENDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMARIES

It was a cold, late-sea-
son muzzleloader hunt
when Joshua James of
Marion bagged the buck
that earned him top prize
in the local Big Buck
Contest.
James and his father

sat in a ground blind for
nearly three hours before
the buck showed himself.
“I took three good

breaths and shot,” James

said.
Although he’s taken

other whitetail bucks,
this was his biggest yet.
The annual Big Buck

Contest is sponsored by
Hodge’s Sports and Ap-
parel and Marion
Tourism Commission.
Bob Evans of Paris,

Tenn., won the open divi-
sion of the contest, earn-
ing $1,000 cash for an

18-point deer he dubbed
“The Caribou Buck” be-
cause of its unique
shovel-like non-typical
point that jutted from
near its brow. Evans,
who has been hunting
and outfitting in Critten-
den County for about 20
years, harvested the deer
during the November rifle
season.

Big Buck Contest

James, Evans win deer divisions

Joshua James Bob Evans

Undefeated Season
Crittenden County’s seventh-grade basketball girls
(pictured above during a timeout huddled around coach
Mandy Hunt) completed an undefeated season last
week, the first time for a CCMS team in recent memory.
The seventh graders were 10-0 and the eighth-team fin-
ished 8-2.



With basketball
game atten-
dance sharply
curbed by the
pandemic, all
home boys’ and
girls’ games, and some on the
road, will be broadcast on NFHS
Network. Subscriptions to the net-
work start at $10.99 a month. 
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BASKETBALL
2nd Region Preseason 
Area Media Poll

GIRLS
Rank           Team             Last Week
1. Henderson County          1
2. Webster County               2
3. Crittenden County           3
4. Christian County              4
5. Lyon County                    5
6. Trigg County                    6
7. Union County                   7           
8. Caldwell County              8
9. Hopkinsville                     9
10. Hopkins Central           NR

BOYS
Rank           Team             Last Week
1. Lyon County                    1
2. Madisonville                     2
3. Webster County               5
4. Hopkinsville                     3
5. University Heights           7
6. Henderson County          4
7. Christian County              6
8. Union County                  10
9. Crittenden County           9
10. Caldwell County           NR

Turley gets 1K at MSU
Murray State University guard

Macey Turley, who has close family
ties to Crittenden County, scored
her 1,000th career point Jan. 19
against Belmont. The junior has
1,087 career points, which places
her 14th on the all-time Murray
State scoring list. She averages 16
points per game. She is the daugh-
ter of Todd Turley, who is a CCHS
graduate.

Moss is all-conference
Cassidy Moss of Marion has

been selected to the Second Team
All-River States Conference
Women's Basketball Team. A grad-
uate of Crittenden County High
School playing at Brescia Univer-
sity, Moss was also named to the
RSC Women's Basketball Champi-
ons of Character Team and she re-
cently scored her 1,000th point at
Brescia.

OUTDOORS
Coyote contest Friday
The annual coyote hunting contest
sponsored by Marion Tourism Com-
mission and Hodge’s Sports and
Apparel will be held on Friday and
Saturday. Entry fee is $30 per two-
man team. Hunters must be regis-
tered by 5 p.m., on Friday, Feb. 5.
Check in time at Hodge’s at 5 p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 6. Coyotes must be
taken with legal firearms and night
hunting is allowed in accordance
with KDFWR regulations. The team
that harvests the most coyotes wins
the jackpot. 

RUNNING/WALKING
2.5K event in March
Start planning now to participate

in the Happy Feet Equals Learning
Feet 2.5K run and fun walk at
Sugar Grove Cumberland Presby-
terian Church. The event will cost
$10 and starts at 10 a.m., on Satur-
day, March 27. This is a 1.5-mile
run or walk and proceeds benefit
Happy Feet of Crittenden County, a
non-profit organization that helps
provide shoes for children in need.
For more information, contact
Tiffany Roberts at 270-704-1360.

Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Quail, Rabbit            Nov. 16 - Feb. 10
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Canada Goose        Nov. 26 - Feb. 15
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Youth Waterfowl                     Feb. 6-7
Coyote Nighttime       Dec. 1 - May 31
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

The Rockets led from the
second period on Tuesday
night on the road at Hopkins
Central, winning 68-51.
Senior Gabe Mott scored

12 of his game-high 26 points
in the third period as CCHS
pulled away.
Crittenden improved to 6-4

on the season and has won
five of its last six games after
starting the season 1-3. Hop-
kins Central is now 1-4. Its
only win came against
Whitesville Trinity.

Crittenden Co.     11     32     48    68
Hopkins Central  15     24     38    51
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 3, Cham-
pion 9, Winders, Mott 26, Davidson,
Boone 14, Adamson, Dobyns, Derring-
ton, Turley 16. FG 25. 3-pointers 5

(Turley, Mott 2, Boone, Morgeson). FT
13-20.
HOPKINS CENTRAL - Eaves 11,
Shadrick, Weldon 10, Skeen, Bone,
Williams 2, Morris 8, Phillips 3, Peyton
4, Hall 10, Belt, Harrison, Jones. FG
22. 3-pointers 4. FT 3-5.

Rockets get Cougars in OT
Crittenden County fell be-

hind early in a low-scoring af-
fair Saturday at Rocket
Arena, but beat McLean
County 56-50 in overtime.
The Rockets trailed by six

in the first half and took their
first lead 21-19 in the third
quarter on a basket by Tyler
Boone. Crittenden built a six-
point lead in the fourth pe-
riod, but second-chance
baskets let the Cougars back

into it in the final seconds
and the game went into over-
time.
Preston Turley scored seven

of his game-high 26 points in
the extra period as the Rock-
ets improved to 5-4 on the
season. 
McLean fell to 6-4.
Preston Morgeson scored

11 points for the Rockets be-
fore fouling out late. Nine of
his points came from behind
the arc.

McLean County  10   17 25  45    50
Crittenden Co.     7    15 30  45    56    
MCLEAN - Phillips 12, Larken 3,
Floyd, Arnold 11, Dame 10, Lee,
Brackett 14, Hampton. FG 16. 3-
pointers 2. FT 16-22.
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 11,
Champion 2, Winders, Mott 6, Boone
9, Dobyns 2, Turley 26. FG 21. 3-
pointers 3 (Morgeson). FT 11-16.

One-point loss to Caldwell
Crittenden County tied the

game in the closing seconds
on an acrobatic bucket by
Gabe Mott, but Caldwell
County’s Jabrion Spikes
made one of two foul shots
with 2.7 seconds to go, lifting
Caldwell County to a one-
point win Friday at Rocket
Arena.
Crittenden was able to run

a final inbounds play in its
front court and had a good
look at the basket but failed
to score. The Tigers won it 55-
54, sweeping the Rockets in
two games this season.
Mott scored 21 to lead

CCHS while Spikes had 25 for
Caldwell.

Caldwell County   14    35   45   55
Crittenden C.        16    26   42   54
CALDWELL - Bumpus 6, Branch 8,
Spikes 25, Co.Whittington 3,
Ca.Whittington 6, Riley, Viverette,
VanHooser 7. FG 16. 3-pointers 6
(Bumpus 2, Branch 2, Co.Whittington
2). FT 17-31.

STAFF REPORT
Foul shooting was the storyline in the

Lady Rockets’ 80-64 road win Tuesday
at Paducah Tilghman.
The Paducah girls (4-5) committed 31

fouls and Crittenden County scored 43
percent of its points at the charity stripe.
The Lady Rockets (9-2) scored just two
field goals in the fourth period and made
20 foul shots in the last quarter to pull
away with a sizeable win.
Four players scored in double figures

for CCHS, led by Taylor Guess’s best of-
fense outing of the season. She scored
32 points, going 14-for-16 from the foul
line.
Crittenden, ranked No. 2 in the Seocnd

Region RPI and No. 3 in the region’s

media poll, was originally scheduled to
play Madisonville, but COVID canceled
that one and the girls picked up the
game at Paducah.

Crittenden Co.                 11         22        23       80
Paduah Tilghman            13         27        42       64
CRITTENDEN - Guess 32, Smith 2, Moss 18, Duncan
14, Woodward 11, Easley 3, Conyer. FG 22. 3-point-
ers 2 (Guess). FT 34-38.
TILGHMAN - Gray 15, Shannon, Wurth 18, Biggers
7, Garland14, Reed 2, Shumpert, Warren 6, Minter 2.
FG 20. 3-pointers 1. FT 23-28.

Girls win at Carlisle County
Senior Jaelyn Duncan scored a team-

high 16 to lead the Lady Rockets to a 62-
54 win Friday on the road at Carlisle

County. The game was a last-minute add
on to the season as the pandemic had
caused another opponent to cancel late
last week.
Sophomore guard Taylor Guess scored

14 points and reached a scoring mile-
stone in the game, reaching the 1,000-
point mark. Senior center Nahla
Woodward had a dozen points for the
Rocket girls.

Crittenden Co.               21        36        48       62
Carlisle Co.                    10        25        38       54
CRITTENDEN - Guess 14, Smith 5, Moss 10, Dun-
can 16, Woodward 12, Easley 3, Conyer 2, Hat-
field, Perryman. FG 24. 3-pointers none. FT 14-22.
CARLISLE - Curlin 19, Whitaker 3, McGee 4,
Wright 2, Gibson 7, Jones 10, Hall 9. FG 19. 3-
pointers 3. FT 13-22.

When the All A Classic opens the week
after next, Crittenden County will play New-
port Central Catholic at 5:30 p.m., Monday,
Feb. 15 at Richmond on the Eastern Ken-
tucky University campus. 
Tournament games will be spread out from

Monday through Saturday of the tournament
week for those who continue winning. The
championship is at 8 a.m., on Saturday, Feb.
20. If Crittenden can win its opener, the girls
would not play again until 12:30 p.m., on
Thursday, Feb. 18 against either Shelby Val-
ley or Berea. The semifinal round is Friday,
Feb. 19.
Crittenden’s opening-round opponent,

Newport Central Catholic is a private school
in northern Kentucky just across the Ohio
River from Cincinnati. The Lady Thorough-

breds beat Covington Holy Cross 52-50 in the
Ninth Region All A Classic championship
game on Jan. 9. The Catholic girls also beat
Bellevue and Beechwood in the Ninth Region
Tournament.
Newport started this week’s basketball ac-

tion with a 4-4 record on the season. 
Newport Central was 20-13 last year and

was the 36th District Tournament champion.
The ‘Breds lost in the opening round of the
Ninth Region Tournament to Dixie Heights. 
Newport Central is led by junior guard

Rylee Turner and senior guard Annie Heck.
The duo has led the team in scoring the past
two seasons. This year, Turner is averaging
21 points and nine rebounds while Heck is
scoring eight points a game. Last season, the
two averaged 15 points apiece. 

GIRLS TOURNAMENT
at Richmond Feb. 15-20
UPPER BRACKET
Pineville vs Whitfield Academy 
Owsley County vs Hancock County
Newport Central vs Crittenden County
Shelby Valley vs Berea
LOWER BRACKET
Metcalfe County vs Danville
Bishop Brossart vs Murray
Presentation Academy vs Region 16
Walton-Verona vs Bethlehem 

All A Classic will be weeklong event

Guess reaches 1,000 points
quicker than any other player

Sophomore guard Taylor Guess be-
came the Lady Rockets’ 10th member of
the 1,000-point club Friday night as the
Lady Rockets won at Carlisle County.
Guess, who has been a regular in the

Crittenden County girls’ lineup since she
was in seventh grade, breached the mile-
stone with a technical foul shot in the
second period.
She is currently the Lady Rockets’

10th leading scorer in school history and
reached the 1,000-point plateau earlier
than any other player. The school’s all-
time leading scorer, Cassidy Moss, who
graduated in 2017, reached the 1K-point
mark early in her junior season.
Because of the pandemic, Crittenden

lost several early-season games, which
would have provided Guess opportunity
to have reached 1,000 even sooner.

LADY ROCKETS
All-Time Scoring Leaders
1,825   Cassidy Moss         2013-2017
1,628   Jeanne Hinchee     1973-1978
1,534   Shannon Collins     1979-1985
1,448   Jessi Hodge            2006-2011
1,333   Morgan Dooms       2000-2004
1,291   Chelsea Oliver        2011-2015
1,123   Vanessa Gray         1981-1984
1,065   Jessie Mathieu       2001-2006
1,017   Madison Champion  2014-2018
1,014   Taylor Guess         2017-Present

Sophomore Taylor Guess eclipsed the 1,000-
point mark in career scoring during a game late
last week on the road.

Lady Rockets win 9th, ranked No. 2 in RPI

Rocket freshman Travis Champion (above) guards a McLean
player on the perimeter during Saturday’s game. Champion has
been starting at point guard the last few outings. At right is sen-
ior Preston Turley (31) scoring over McLean.

Rockets win five of
last six; Mott has 26
at Hopkins Central

Games will be live-streamed. Link
available on All A Classic website.
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The Economic Aid Act
reauthorized the Small
Business Administration
(SBA) Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP)
through March 31 and
made several modifica-
tions beneficial to farm-
ers. It also authorizes
second draw PPP loans.
Jerry Pierce with Ken-
tucky Farm Business
Management Program
provides the following de-
tails on the changes.
Eligible expenses paid

with PPP loans are de-
ductible for tax purposes.
And Economic Injury
Disaster Loan (EIDL) ad-
vance grants are not tax-
able. See your tax
preparer for details.
There is a new rule for

farmers only. Calculation
of PPP loans is now
based on gross income
instead of net farm in-
come. Gross income
comes from Line 9 of
Schedule F. The rule ap-
plies to sole proprietors
and eligible self-em-
ployed farmers who re-
port on Schedule F and
were in business as of
Feb. 15, 2020.
This means farmers

who did not qualify be-
fore may now qualify. It
also means farmers who
did not qualify for the
maximum amount may
request an increase in
the original PPP loan if
the loan has not been
forgiven.
For those without em-

ployees the maximum is
now $20,833. Those with
employees add the higher
of 2019 or 2020’s
monthly payroll multi-
plied by 2.5.
There is an increase in

existing loan amounts.
Borrowers may be able to
request an increase in
the original amount of
the loan under certain
circumstances if SBA has
not remitted a forgive-
ness payment to the

Lender (the loan is for-
given). This includes the
new loan calculation for
farmers and partner-
ships that did not in-
c l u d e
p a r t n e r
compensa-
tion in the
application.
Contact the
lender that
made the
PPP loan to
request the
difference.
There are

other new
rules. Bor-
rowers may use 2019 or
2020 for purposes of cal-
culating their maximum
loan amount. And they
may now choose a cov-
ered period to pay or
incur eligible expenses
stretching from eight
weeks up to 24 weeks
from the date loan pro-
ceeds are disbursed.
Eligible expenses for

PPP loans have been
added including pay-
ments for certain busi-
ness software and
services, cost for goods
that are essential to the
operation, and rent and
business interest paid on
obligations incurred be-
fore Feb. 15, 2020. These
eligible expenses apply
retroactively to existing
unforgiven PPP loans.
PPP loans still require
that at least 60 percent of
the proceeds be used for
payroll costs.
There is a simplified

loan forgiveness applica-
tion for PPP loans under
$150,000.
New Loans (First

Draw): A borrower who
did not receive a PPP loan
in 2020 may apply for a
new loan based on the
new rules. This applies to
small businesses, self-
employed and sole pro-
prietors with or without
employees, partnerships,
and others in operation

on February 15, 2020.
Second Draw Loans:

Borrowers who received a
PPP loan during 2020
may be eligible for a sec-
ond PPP loan, even if the
first loan has been for-
given. A qualifying bor-
rower:  has 300 or fewer
employees,  will have
used all the original loan
funds for authorized pur-
poses before the new
loan payments are dis-
persed, and can show
gross receipts in any one
quarter of 2020 was re-
duced by at least 25 per-
cent compared to the
same quarter in 2019.
A borrower in opera-

tion all four quarters of
2020 need only show
that gross receipts for
2020 was reduced by at
least 25 percent com-
pared 2019. PPP forgive-
ness received in 2020 is
not included in gross in-
come.
This is based on SBA

guidance through Jan.
13. SBA intends to issue
guidance on loan forgive-
ness and the loan review
process later.
More information can

be found on the UK Ex-
tension Ag Economics
website or by calling Crit-
tenden County Extension
Office at 270-965-5236.
Educational programs

of the Cooperative Exten-
sion Service serve all peo-
ple regardless of
economic or social status
and will not discriminate
on the basis of race, color,
ethnic origin, national ori-
gin, creed, religion, politi-
cal belief, sex, sexual
orientation, gender iden-
tity, gender expressions,
pregnancy, marital sta-
tus, genetic information,
age, veteran status, or
physical or mental dis-
ability.

You can contact Deanna
Heimgartner, at

deanna.brasher@uky.edu.

Dee Brasher
HEIMGARTNER
AGRICULTURE AGENT

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
UK EXTENSION 

Dr. David Fairbanks was a guest speaker Tuesday morning at the regular monthly
meeting of the Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce. Dr. Fairbanks recently
joined Crittenden Community Hospital and Family Practice Clinc. He has been
named chief medical officer at the hospital. The doctor expressed his desire to be-
come active in community affairs.

PPP options for area farmers

STAFF REPORT
State and local officials

have differing opinions
on the number of class-
rooms needed in a new
Crittenden County High
School. And officials here
say old enrollment data
is partly to blame.
For reasons not fully

understood by the school
district’s Local Planning
Committee, the Kentucky
Department of Education
is basing the projected
size of a proposed new
high school on 2018-
2019 enrollment data,
which Superintendent
Vince Clark says is off by
about 80 students. 
Crittenden County’s

planning committee,
tasked with developing
the needs list for the new
high school, asked the
state last fall for a 14-
room high school. The
state, however, said
CCHS only needs 11
classrooms.
The Local Planning

Committee met Tuesday

night and rejected the
state’s suggestion.
“We know what we

think the district needs
and it’s not what the fa-
cilities branch wants
right now,”  said Pete
Galloway, educational
consultant.
Construction of a new

$13.6 million high school
will allow the 1949 wing
of the middle school to be
razed and middle school-
ers moved into the cur-
rent high school. Plans
are to build a high school
on the northeastern edge
of the campus near
Rocket Arena, accessible
from West Bellville Street.
Superintendent Clark

says the school needs to
be larger than the state
projections indicate. The
plan has always been for
high schoolers to con-
tinue to use the agricul-
ture and music rooms
and cafeteria in the cur-
rent high school, thus re-
ducing space needed in a
new high school. Yet,

local administrators say
11 classrooms will not be
enough to meet future
needs of a new high
school. They don’t want
to build something that
will be overpopulated
from the beginning.
The planning commit-

tee’s rejection of the
state’s limitations on
classrooms is just a be-
ginning to the process of
vetoing the proposed
plan. Local school lead-
ers hope they can con-
vince education
department officials that
more space is needed.
Crittenden Board of

Education members will
have to hear the commis-
sion’s report first, and
they appear poised to
also reject the state’s
suggestion. 
It will likely be neces-

sary for local administra-
tors to meet in person
and plead their case in
front of Department of
Education facility plan-
ners in Frankfort.

Plans for New High School

More classrooms requested



Every measure of the
pandemic in Kentucky is in
decline, including the num-
ber of those hospitalized. In
Crittenden County, the
caseload has dropped the
last couple of weeks to an
average well under 20
cases every seven days.
Meanwhile local leaders

are gaining some traction in
their effort to bring vaccines
to rural communities instead
of residents having to drive
an hour or more to regional
clinics.
Crittenden County Judge-

Executive Perry Newcom
and other leaders from the
five-county Pennyrile Health
District have sent the gover-
nor a petition asking for
more clinic sites, particularly
community hospitals and
health departments. In their
resolution, leaders from
Crittenden, Lyon, Caldwell,
Trigg and Livingston coun-
ties say that the Pennyrile
Public Health Departments
and hospitals in those coun-
ties have proven their ability
to handle the logistics of ad-
ministering vaccine effi-
ciently. 
“They’re making this

harder than it has to be,”

Newcom said. He believes
the long drive times and po-
tential wait times at “mega-
clinics” will have a chilling
affect on individual desires
to get the vaccine and the
state is starting to agree. 
This week, Jim Gray, who

is secretary of the Trans-
portation Cabinet and over-
seeing the vaccine
distribution project, says he
wants to limit drive times for
people receiving COVID-19
vaccinations as the state
network expands. The goal
is for no one to have to
travel more than one county
away to receive an inocula-
tion, Gray said this week. 
There are currently about

34 vaccination sites
statewide and four in far
western Kentucky. There
are regional vaccine sites at
Mercy Health Medical Pavil-
ion (formerly Lourdes) and
Baptist Health hospitals in
Paducah and Baptist Health
in Madisonville. Another
clinic in Hopkinsville is

headed up by a Marion na-
tive, Kayla Bebout, who is
public health director for
Christian County. Bebout
explains that the entire
process is pretty seamless
once an individual arrives
on site. The Hopkinsville
clinic is at the Bruce Con-
vention Center. Appoint-
ments must be made in
advance at all clinics so that
a dose is available when in-
dividuals arrive.
Vaccine opportunities are

currently available for indi-
viduals age 70-up, and any-
one in the state’s Phase 1A
or 1B, which mostly in-
cludes healthcare workers,
long-term care residents
and school employees. 
Bebout said Hop-

kinsville’s clinic received
500 doses of COVID-19
vaccine this week and
should get the same
amount the next two weeks. 
“From start to finish, in-

cluding time for the paper-
work, is about 30 minutes,”
Bebout said. That time-
frame includes a 15-minute
post shot observation pe-
riod to make sure the pa-
tient has no side effects.
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                      
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                   Deaths
Caldwell           1,015*                 58                     5                 926                23
Crittenden         553*                   30                     3                 499                19
Livingston         637*                   35                     2                 581                17
Lyon                  477*                   28                     0                 434                13
Trigg                 989*                   84                     4                 886                 8
                                                      Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Most info in this graphic current as of Jan. 29.     *Signifies Feb. 1 update.

State hears plea for more shot sites

KENTUCKY TODAY
Secretary of State

Michael Adams has an-
nounced that Kentucky’s
electorate declined in De-
cember as more voters
were taken off the rolls
than were added. Like-
wise, the voter roll in
Crittenden County was
also cleaned up, says
County Clerk Daryl
Tabor.
While 671 new voters

registered statewide, an-
other 3,089 voters were
removed between No-
vember and December of
2020. Of them, 2,625
were deceased voters,
287 nonresident voters,
174 voters who voluntar-
ily de-registered and
three others had felony
convictions. That meant
2,418 fewer voters on the
rolls as of Dec. 31 than
there were on Nov. 30, a
0.07 percent decrease.
In Crittenden County,

the number of voters fell
from 6,741 to 6,734, a
decrease of 0.1 percent.
“In this year with no

elections, my focus is on
improving our election

system for 2022,” Adams
said. “While the legisla-
ture considers major re-
forms I’ve proposed, we
won’t lose sight of our
ongoing mission to clean
up the voter rolls we in-
herited one year ago.”
Some of the proposals

Adams has said he
hopes to have lawmakers
adopt this year, following
the success of the 2020
election changes he and
Gov. Andy Beshear made
by executive orders in-
clude: allowing early vot-

ing, but perhaps not as
long a period as in 2020;
vote centers in each
county where residents
can go, regardless of
their precinct; keeping
the online absentee bal-
lot request portal; and
maintaining the so-
called “cure” process,
where people who vote
absentee have an oppor-
tunity to correct errors
on their ballot. Extend-
ing election day voting by
an hour is also a possi-
bility.

Jose Perez’s work ethic and
positive interactions with stu-
dents and staff earned him the
Crittenden County School Dis-
trict’s Rocket Way Employee of
the Month for January. Stefanie Hardin
(inset) was selected for her pleasant atti-
tude and passion for helping others. Stu-
dents of the month for January are
(clockwise from left) preschooler Adalyn
Cosby, chosen by her teacher Denise

Guess because she is responsible and
eager to learn; fourth-grader Reese Travis
gives 110 percent and cares about learn-
ing according to his teacher, Rene Stowe;
junior Samantha Tinsley was selected be-
cause of her reliability, self-discipline and
dependability; and CCMS student Macie
Conger’s teachers say she has exceeded
all expectations and even asked for more
challenging math while completing sev-
enth grade work virtually.

STAFF REPORT
The Kentucky General

Assembly on Tuesday
approved overriding six
of Gov. Andy Beshear’s
recent vetoes, most if
with regard to legislation
aimed at limiting the
governor’s executive
powers, particularly
those in response to
emergencies such as the
pandemic. 
Beshear has in turn

filed a lawsuit to fight in
court any legislation to
limit powers that he says
has helped save lives.

The governor says he’s
tried to compromise with
Republican lawmakers
who hold a supermajor-
ity in the House and
Senate. He says the
measures undo crucial
rules such as his mask
mandate and limits on
gatherings. 
The governor vetoed

one bill that would limit
his executive orders in
times of emergency to 30
days unless extended by
lawmakers. It would
apply to orders restrict-
ing in-person meetings of

schools, businesses and
religious gatherings or
when imposing quaran-
tine or isolation require-
ments. He also vetoed
one that would allow
schools and businesses
to comply with either
CDC or state guidelines
during the pandemic,
which ever is least re-
strictive.
GOP lawmakers have

complained that they
were never consulted as
the governor devised the
state's virus response.

REGIONAL VACCINE LOCATIONS
Hopkinsville 270-887-4160
Paducah 866-624-0366

Madisonville  270-825-6637

ROCKET WAY
Students &
Employees

of the Month

Crittenden’s Political Party
n Democratic registrants represent 47 percent of the

electorate with 1,677,174 registered voters. Democratic
registration dropped by 3,400 since Nov. 30, a 0.20 percent
decrease. Locally, Democrats comprise 35.9 percent
(2,425) of registered Crittenden County voters.
n Republican registrants total 1,577,561, or 44 percent

of voters. Republicans saw a decrease of 1,051 registered
voters, a decline of 0.07 percent from Nov. 30. In Critten-
den County, the 3,727 Republican voters are equal to 55.4
percent of total registration.
n In addition, 9 percent of voters are listed under other

affiliations, which saw an increase of 2,033 registrants, a
0.62 percent climb. Those voters (582) comprise 8.7 per-
cent of the local voter roll.

Voter registration down
as officials clean up rolls

Lawmakers override vetoes, Gov files suit


